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The Ascension of Jesus in the Lyrics of Sa’ib Tabrizi *
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Abstract

The image of Jesus in the lyrics of Sa’ib Tabrizi is so outstanding that
it is worth presenting a fairly comprehensive reflection of this heavenly
prophet by collecting couplets in this regard. Since a study of all the aspects
of the subject is beyond the scope of a single article, it is attempted to focus
particularly on the ascension of Jesus in the poems of Sa’ib in order to
analyze the philosophy behind the subject as well as its impact on the
conceptual trends in his poetry. The descriptive analysis of the study shows
that Sa’ib has integrated the Qur’anic and biblical texts as well as story
books and literary traditions. He has also explored the subject in detail to
present his ethical, mystical, social, theological, didactic, and lyrical
thoughts in a trilogy named Jesus-the fourth heaven, Jesus-the sun, and
Jesus-the needle. The poet has used this allusion as a device to create his
themes and fantasies and made them effective enough to attract more
audience to his poems.

Keywords: Sa’ib Tabrizi, Lyric poetry (Ghazal), Allusion, Image of Jesus,
Ascension of Jesus.
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