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Abstract

Nezami is one of the few poets who has been able to establish a special
niche on the borderline of mystical and lyrical literature by mastering
various fields. A look at the Haft Peykar story from the perspective of
mystical symbolism and the unraveled codes which the narrator ironically
or explicitly provides reveal a mystical atmosphere in the whole story. This
is something ignored so far, despite some efforts. With a descriptive-
analytical method, the present research seeks to examine the multi-layered
concepts that the narrator has placed in the course of this story so that its
mystical dimensions can be revealed in detail and in a reasoned manner.
The results of the study show that in Haft Peykar, Nezami starts outside the
world, enters a mysterious process, and puts all the important signs of
narration at the service of spiritual and semantic transformation, while
preserving the initial layer. Thus, he has established a special and unique
plan of mystical behavior.
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1. Introduction

At the first glance, the poem Haft Peykar by Nezami is a lyrical poem full
of themes related to figurative love. Due to the frequent use of ambiguous
concepts under symbolism, this poem is considered as an open text because
it is open to multiple interpretations. Therefore, in the analysis of the Haft
Peykar, there is no choice but to interpret the text to understand the
meanings of the speech. In this work, the polysemous system of language
has replaced the monosemantic system. By utilizing aesthetic elements
such as simile, metaphor, allegory, and especially code, the poet has created
a structure different from conventional language, in which the potential
meanings of the text are revealed through the interpretation of the existing
codes and signs. In the superstructure of this poem, the main plot and core
address a celestial journey and an earthly journey. However, the high ability
of this poem to create meanings and arrange symbols indicates a special
and unique plan of mystical journey. The creation of the legendary
character of Bahram Gour in Haft Peykar, which is very different from his
historical figure, demonstrates Nezami's motivation and transcendent goal
in plotting this story. The distinction of this mystical journey, in addition to
this mysterious design, is its remarkable narrative structure. The sub-stories
are considered a separate journey each, but, despite the difference in
themes, they are in complete connection with the main story and serve the
poet's main purpose. Just as Nezami has his own unique style and
personality in composing romantic poems, he also has a unique style in his
mystical approach. He has a unique perspective and a new approach to the
issue of mysticism. His mystical design is not the type of mysticism found
in the works of his predecessors; rather, it is based on a unique and new
design and method, a mixture of mysticism, myths, lirycs, and fairy-tale
narratives that are presented wonderfully and intricately and have a
completely symbolic system.

2. Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical. Accordingly,
the Haft Peykar has been studied from different perspectives. The text
components and their relationships, as well as the relationship of the



existing symbols, have been examined. The findings are compared based
on well-known and codified patterns in the field of mysticism and are then
reported systematically and meaningfully.

3. Results and discussion

The poet's perspective on the story of Bahram Gour and the way he narrates
his life support the point that Bahram's mystical path is intended throughout
the entire poem. The main character of the story, in a process of going
through various stages in a great transformation, moves from multiplicity
to abstraction and attains ultimate knowledge and awareness and reaches
the final stage, which is "annihilation".

An important and distinguishing feature of Nezami's mystical approach is
the method that he chose to narrate the story, which is the story-within-a-
story method. Sub-stories emerge within the main story of Bahram. In this
mystical system, sometimes mystical journeys occur within the sub-stories
of the poem, and the sub-characters of the poem are tested and reach their
destination following various events. The existence of these hidden layers
of text, revealed through recurring elements, is the key to discovering the
unique mystical approach of Nezami's design. This feature makes Nezami's
mystical plot for this story very new and different in detail from various
viewpoints although it has the general characteristics of mystical plots.

Accordingly, Nezami's mystical approach in the story of Bahram Gour
can be analyzed in three stages of the character’s life as follows:

1) The period of education and acquiring knowledge
2) The harem period
3) The period of transition from worldly pleasures and achieving wisdom

4. Conclusion

Nezami's mystical approach in the poem Haft Peykar, with regard to its
narrative style, reflects a specific and unique structure. In the overall plan
of Haft Peykar, Nezami envisions a three-stage path for Bahram Gour,
which includes the sequence of his childhood, residence in Yemen,
attachment to the seven princesses, and transition from happiness to
choosing a mysterious and ephemeral death. In addition, mystical elements
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mixed with sub-stories have added to the novelty and distinction of
Nezami's approach to the issue of mystical journey. The specific narrative
and linguistic complexities of Nezami are not comparable to any previous
or subsequent works related to mysticism and the path of life. Recurring
elements such as the sacred and symbolic number seven at various points
in the story as well as some words and expressions such as "grave™ which
is accompanied by allusions have given this work a special identity. Unlike
most mystical poets, whose overall ideological system pays little attention
to the form but strives most to explain the content and instill meaning,
Nezami expresses sublime mystical concepts in very complex and exciting
narrative ways and artistic forms that are ambiguous and mysterious.
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