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Abstract

In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Goudarz, the son of Kashvad, is one of the
famous heroes who appears for the first time in the story of the Mazandaran
War. He plays roles by accompanying Iranian heroes in the battle against
Turanians and non-Iranians. Following the death of many of his sons and
grandsons in the beginning of the kingdom of Lohrasb, he leaves the story.
Goudarz, who plays nearly seventy roles in the Shahnameh, is a powerful,
considerate, wise and vengeful general, who can be deemed as one of the
most prominent heroes of the Shahnameh next to Rostam. Goudarz's role
in scrolls and oral narratives of the Shahnameh is much bigger and more
important than his role in the text of the Shahnameh; he performs acts that
have not been mentioned before in epic literature. Thus, the present study
seeks to depict his life from birth to death. The study is conducted by
examining a collection of scrolls and oral narratives of Shahnameh and
showing the narratives and references about his life and deeds, which are
unprecedented in Shahnameh and heroic literature.
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1. Introduction

Although some of the figures and characters in the narratives of the
Shahnameh are created by the imagination of the narrators and storytellers,
many of them are really derived from the text of this Iranian national epic.
One of these characters is Goodarz, whom narrators have borrowed from
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the Shahnameh, but they have attributed certain acts and events to him and
created a new character out of him.

According to the Shahnameh, Goodarz is the son of Kashvad Zarrin
Kolah who first appears in the story of the Mazandaran War, alongside
heroes such as Tous, Giev, Kharrad and Gorgin, and accompanies Kavous
on his journey to the land of Mazandaran. The Goodarz family is the most
important heroic family in the Shahnameh after the Sam family, and he is
the great hero of the reign of Kavous. In the Shahnameh, Goodarz plays
nearly seventy roles, and he is a vivid example of all excellent qualities. He
can also be considered one of the wisest characters in the Shahnameh.

Although Godarz is a great hero in the Shahnameh, his role is much
more prominent and influential in the narrative scrolls and popular
narratives of the Shahnameh. One can see some of his acts that have never
been mentioned in epic literature.

2. Methodology

Apart from the Shahnameh and other epic and historical texts, oral
narrations (or Naghali) are also among the sources that can be used to
explain and analyze the characters and events of epic stories. The aim of
this research, which was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
and orally narrated scrolls, is to introduce the unsaid and unknown aspects
of Goodarz's story.

3. Results and discussion

In Naghali scrolls and folk tales, unlike the Shahnameh, Goodarz is
introduced as a member of the family of Kaveh, the blacksmiths and he has
frequently been referred to as the son of a blacksmith. To construct and
present the story of Goodarz’s birth, storytellers have been influenced by
the mythological theme of the “abandoned child” andhave considered him
to have been raised by animals such as cow, leopard, monkey and wolf.

In Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, there is no mention of Goodarz’s ministry
anywhere. Apparently, the first source that mentions this issue is the Tabari
History. Later, it finds wider reflection in the folk tales of the Shahnameh
and Naghali scrolls. All of these sources mention ‘minister’ as an official



title for Goodarz. In some Naghali scrolls, there is a novel story with no
precedence in ancient epics or historical texts; that is the story of Godarz
becoming sterile and disabled at the hands of Nowzar. After it, he goes to
Sistan and takes charge of Rostam's upbringing in Zabol from his
childhood. Later, in the guise of a teacher, he guides him in social
interactions and wars. Considering that Godarz is a wise, experienced, and
far-sighted hero in Persian popular epic literature, some narratives attribute
the creation of the Babre Biyan for Rostam to him. The end of Goodarz's
story is not left uncertain, as in the Shahnameh narrative; he has a tragic
ending. According to some accounts, Goodarz accompanied Kay khosrow
and three hundred and ten princes until the last moment when he became
spelled with him. Based on another account, the end of Goodarz's life, like
in Sufi accounts about the voluntary death of some saints, was determined
by his own prayer and choice.

4. Conclusion

The importance of Goodarz in the narrative texts and folk tales of the
Shahnameh is so great that narrators have based the story of his birth on the
mythological theme of the "abandoned child”, which is specific of the
world's great heroes and mythological kings. In the narrative texts, Goodarz
is not only a brave hero but also is considered a wise figure. So, in all these
texts, he is introduced as the minister of kings such as Faridoun,
Manouchehr, Nowzar and Kay Khosrow. In Naghali and the popular texts
of the Shahnameh, due to his wisdom and knowledge, Goodarz appears in
the guise of Rostam's teacher, and he trains and nurtures him from a young
age. In some of these texts, the creation of Rostam's invulnerable weapons,
such as Babre Bayan, is even attributed to Goodarz.

In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, the end of Goodarz's life is shrouded in
ambiguity. Since one of the functions of oral narratives and Naghali scrolls
Is to compensate the shortcomings and clarify the ambiguities of the stories
in the Shahnameh, these narratives describe the tragic end of Goodarz.
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