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Abstract

The first chapter of Sa’di’s Boustan tells the tale of a good man who
avoided bowing down to Hajjaj Ibn-e Youssef. The contextual evidence
shows that this tale is a historical fact. Apart from the explicitly stated name
‘Hajjaj’, the other characters and components involved in the event are in
dark. The conversation between Hajjaj and the good man, which led to the
bloody death of the latter, serves as a basis for delving into the order to kill
in this tale as well as the other events of Hajjaj’s life.

As a tough agent of the Umavid government, Hajjaj had his aggressive
rule over the large Umavid lands from Iraq to the eastern states at least for
twenty years from 75 to 95 AH. He played a major role in suppressing all
the anti-Umavid movements. Based on what occurs in the tale and the
concordance of its elements, one may conclude that the good man in the
story was Saeed Ibn-e Jobair. Disfavored by the government, Jobair was
put in the black list, arrested in Mecca and finally killed on the order of
Hajjaj.

Keywords: Bustan, Hajjaj, Umayyad Caliphate, Sa’di, Saeed Ibn-e
Jobayr.

1. Introduction

The tale is no longer than sixteen lines of verse, and the words and acts of
the murderer and his victim lie in the hub of this short story. The elements
of the narration include Hajjaj, the desperate good man, the dialogue, the
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good man’s laughter and cry, and a dream. The dialogue between the two
men has also been reported in Tabari’s History, Dinvari’s History of the
Caliphs (Al-Imameh va Al-Seyaseh), Mas’udi’s Moravej al-dhahab, 1bn-
e Khalakan’s Wafayat al-A4 'yan, and some other sources. As it seems,
however, the earliest source in this regard is Tabaghat al-Kobra by
Mohammad Ibn-e Sa’d.

The stability of the Umavid government and the popularity of Hajjaj

there were mainly due to his measures such as suppressing Abdullah Ibn-e
Zubair in Iraq (72-73 AH), cracking down the riot set up by Abd al-Rahman
Ibn-e Ash’ath (79-80 AH), and twenty years of cruel reign over Irag.
In his discussion of the Tabe’in (followers), the author of Tabaghat al-
Kobra refers to Saeed Ibn-e Jobair as one of the Mawalis (Imam Ali’s
followers). Known as Abu Abdullah, Saeed was the servant of Bani
Walebeh Bin Harith from the Bani Asad tribe. He was Khuzaimeh’s son
and quoted Hadiths from Abdullah 1bn-e Abbas and Abdullah lbn-e Umar.
No book has mentioned his birthdate, but, since he was murdered in the
year 94 or 95 AH at age of 49, his birthdate is guessed to be 45 AH.

2. Methodology

At the beginning of his rule in Iraq, Hajjaj trusted Saeed so much so that he
appointed him as a judge in Kufa. However, after the Arab origin of Saeed
was put to question, Hajjaj chose another judge and advised him to do
nothing without consulting Saeed. As for the tale narrated by Sa’di, there
are several reasons, as follows, for considering Saeed Ibn-e Jobair as the
good character or protagonist:

a. Despite more than thirty years of murders by Hajjaj and his
confrontation with dissidents, no other harsh argument with Saeed than the
reported one, leading to his execution, has been documented in any source.

b. Saeed’s reputation among the prophet’s followers is so good that
everyone has admired him for his sincerity, piety and knowledge. For
example, as Hassan Basri says, “No doubt, it was Hajjaj who killed Saeed
Ibn-e Jobair. Lord, may thy punishment shower upon that sinful pervert.
Whoever anywhere in the world engaged in his murder will definitely burn
in the hell”. Also, according to Ahmad Hanbal, “Hajjaj killed someone
whose knowledge was demanded by every living soul”. Therefore,



considering Sa’di’s emphasis on the knowledge and piety of laudable
heroes, Saeed Ibn-e Jobair can plausibly be considered as the implicit hero
of Sa’di’s tale.

c. Saeed’s joining the group headed by Abd al-Rahman Ibn-¢ Ash’ath to
fight Hajjaj and the Caliph’s army provided the best excuse for his murder,
though he was first opposed to Abd al-Rahman’s revolt.

d. Saeed Ibn-e Jobair was accused of cooperating with Mas’ab Ibn-e
Zobair, who was a tough enemy of Hajjaj and the Umavids.

e. Hajjaj’s relentless anger and hostility against the dissidents of the

Umavid government, especially Shiites and the prophet’s descendants, as
well as Saeed’s Shiite tendencies paved the way for revenge on him.
The dispute between Hajjaj and Saeed Ibn-e Jobair, as reflected in Sa’di’s
work, is also mentioned in other historical sources but with some nuances.
The present study discusses the issue based on the narration by lbn-e
Qhotaibeh, which is in better consistence with Sa’di’s report.

3. Results and discussion

A noticeable point in the tale told by Sa’di is Saeed’s laughter and cry at
the end of the dispute followed by the order to kill him. As Ibn-e Qhotaibeh
reports, Hajjaj ordered to take Saeed away and kill him. Before going,
Saeed laughed, and Hajjaj asked the reason. Saeed replied “l am surprised
by your insolence before God and His patience on you™.

Regarding the crying of Saeed Ibn-e Jobair, lbn-e Qhotaibeh narrates
“Hajjaj asked Saeed if he knew anything about music, and he said no. So,
the ruler called for a pipe and a lute. Upon hearing them played, Saeed
began to cry. Hajjaj asked him what made him cry, and Saeed replied he
was reminded of something great, the bugle that would herald the
Resurrection”.

Another point of significance is the rhetorical aspect of the dispute in the
tale. In this regard, some sources have referred to Saeed Ibn-e Jobair as an
advocate of Murji‘ah school, the central tenet of which was to postpone the
judgment on right and wrong to the other world. In his argument with
Hajjaj, he is asked some questions especially regarding faith and atheism
as well as the fate of Ali (pbuh) and Ottoman Hereafter, but he leaves any
judgment to God, as Murji'ites would do. Hajjaj also asks “what will
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become of me on the Resurrection?”” Even in this case, Saeed replies “l am
not in the place to do prophecy about the future”. This was the best way to
avoid judging the others.

4. Conclusion

Moreover, this story in Boustan and historical documents have something
in common in terms of dreams and conversations there. As Sa’di narrates,
a great man dreams of Saeed after his murder. Once asked about how he is,
Saeed answers “killing me just took a moment, but Hajjaj will be punished
for it forever”. This dream has been reported differently by Masoudi and in
two versions by Ibn-e Khalakan. Sa’di, however, has made some changes
in the contents of the dream so as to highlight the eternal punishment of
Hajjaj as the major moral point of the story.
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