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Abstract

The connection between music and poetry is noteworthy from two
perspectives. The first is the subject of songs and different parallels of
words that form the musical field of poetry, and the second is the use of
musical instruments and terms in poetry. Poets of different eras have
created various images and meanings using musical instruments. The lute
is one of the musical instruments that Persian poets have used in various
ways in their poems since Roudaki’s era and have provided many images,
meanings, and lexical links. Analyzing the evolution in the use of the lute
from a stylistic point of view can show the creativity or imitation of
different poets. Therefore, in the present study, we have composed a corpus
of 79 poets consisting of five sections and 360 poems so as to describe the
corresponding imagery through structural methods and content analysis.
The results of the research show that the 6™ to 8" century is the peak of
imagery and meaning creation with this ancient instrument. This tool has
mostly been used as the rhetorical device, and lexical links are in the second
order. Also, semantic and thematic interpretations can be seen in different
periods of the Persian poetry. Among the poets of all eras, Khaghani has
made the most varied use of the lute image in terms of both the frequency
of verses containing the image and the variety in the use of the word lute.
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1. Introduction

In the current research, based on the corpus stylistics, we have composed
five parts of the poems of 79 Persian-speaking poets, consisting of 360
verses, in a historical order (from the beginning of the Persian poetry until
now). We have tried to investigate the rhetorical developments and specific
interpretations, innovations, imagery and topics such as the connection of
the lute instrument with Sharia, astronomy, medicine, etc. in the works of
those poets in different periods and the stylistic differences among different
periods in terms of initiatives, innovations and novel themes. If the first
centuries of the Persian poetry are taken into account, the sixth to eighth
centuries seem to be the peak of attention to that musical instrument, the
themes were repeated later, and references to the lute have declined in the
contemporary era. Perhaps the developments and innovations as well as
familiarity with the world music in contemporary times have affected the
amount of attention paid to this instrument. It also seems that the most
attention paid to interjection is in rhetorical devices and lexical proportions,
and the interpretations of these devices are very few.

2. Methodology

In the current research, we have formed a body of 79 poems consisting of
five parts and 360 verses. The corresponding lute images are described and
analyzed through content analysis. The basic principle in stylistics is a
corpus of various data which are sufficient for analysis and description. Due
to the inclusion of the corpus, the validity and reliability of the analysis,
especially the linguistic analysis, it is somewhat ensured. Therefore, in the
present analysis, the formed corpus has two characteristics. First, in terms
of the time coverage, different periods of the Persian poetry are evaluated.
Secondly, in terms of the scope of the research data, the works of 79
Persian-speaking poets are carefully examined, and the desired data are
extracted from them.

3. Results and discussion
Imagination and meaning creation with the lute instrument in the 4" and 5%
centuries relies more on sensory and tangible aspects and is far from



specific interpretations in other areas. Undoubtedly, one of the most
brilliant periods in which images and themes related to musical instruments
were created is the sixth century. Khaghani can be considered a master of
imagery in this period. In addition to using sensory images and devices,
including all kinds of rhetorical and original verbal and nonverbal devices,
poets made significant progress in terms of meaning creation and
interpretability. In the 71" and 8™ centuries, there were almost all the images
and themes that the poets made in the period before.

In fact, the use of the lute image in these two centuries was the
continuation of the style and context of the previous period, which acquired
a more conceptual color and meaning, especially in the poems of Rumi and
Hafez. The 9™ century to the 13" century is a period of stagnation in the
use of this image in the Persian poetry. An important reason for poets'
failure to use metaphors is somehow the cultural, social and political
context of that time, which coincides with the emergence of the Safavid
dynasty.

4. Conclusion

Compared to other centuries, the 6™ to 8" century was richer and more
fruitful in terms of the number of images, the novelty of new concepts and
the meanings obtained from the lute. The themes around this instrument
were more colorful in the 71 and 8" centuries. The science of rhetoric and
especially the use of similes made it possible to create more images based
on the lute instrument. The most meaningful and interpretative functions
belong to this period. It should be mentioned that almost all of Khaghani's
selected verses have rhetorical points and artistic images and are of
thematic significance. Rumi in the 7" century and Hafez in the 8" century,
as well as Adib al-Mamalek Farahani in the contemporary period, have
created new rhetorical images and themes. In the present era, that is, since
the beginning of the 14" century, other poets than Adib al-Mamalek
Farahani have had no significant success in rhetorical, linguistic and
literary applications of the instrument. In short, to describe the position of
the lute in the Persian poetry, the sixth century and Khaghani’s poetry
should be considered as the peak of this position.
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As found in the early centuries of the Persian poetry, imagery and theme
creation started slowly with a gentle slope and reached the peak of richness
in the 6 to 8™ centuries. Then, in the following periods, the freshness of
these images slowly declined and weakened, which is clearly evident in the
contemporary period and the last hundred and fifty years.
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